SEC In-depth
Overview: Surveys of Enacted Curriculum

The Surveys of Enacted Curriculum in Mathematics and Science provide a practical,
reliable approach to collecting comparable data from teachers on the instructional
practices used and the content of curriculum taught in classrooms. The Surveys also ask
teachers to report on conditions for teaching in schools, instructional materials and
equipment, and teacher preparation and professional development.

The Surveys were developed by collaborative efforts of CCSSO staff, state
specialists in math and science, and researchers from the University of Wisconsin. The
Surveys were piloted and field-tested in a sample of schools and classrooms. In spring of
1999 the Surveys were used to collect data in 600 classrooms across 11 states as a major
test of the data collection instruments, and to develop methods of aggregating and
reporting data. The data were also used to analyze the relationship of state initiatives in
math and science to instructional practices. Several reports and papers have described
the results, including Using Data on Enacted Curriculum in Mathematics and Science:
Sample Results from a Study of Classroom practices and Subject Content, (CCSSO, 2000)
(available online: http://www.ccsso.org/or from CCSSO Publications, Washington, DC, 202/336-
7016).

Rationale for SEC: New Ways to Use Data

Achievement Data Analysis. Educators have found new ways to use data to
analyze student performance and to improve instructional practices. School systems and
states are providing results of standardized tests that are not only reported by school and
classroom but also disaggregated by test item, by student demographics as well as by
content standards. Many states are analyzing student achievement scores so that schools
can see how their results compare with other schools with similar characteristics, such as
school size, student socio-economic status or rates of mobility.

Move Toward Instructional Data. Accountability reporting, and stakes for schools
and students, are the central motivating forces behind educators need to analyze data.
Demonstrating educational progress to policy-makers may require greater focus on data,
but educators also know that careful analysis of student progress and examination of the
relationship of teaching strategies to learning has always been a standard for excellent
teachers. Now, with the tools offered in the Surveys of Enacted Curriculum, teachers,
administrators and district and state specialists have new resources for obtaining a variety
of data about students, learning, and teaching that can guide efforts to re-focus teaching
practices and curriculum.

Using Data on Curriculum. For years, schools have examined data on the courses,
curriculum, or track received by students in middle school and high school to see if there is
a relationship of curriculum and courses to subsequent education and to success after
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schooling. These kinds of data analyses did little to analyze the actual content of
instruction provided to students. Now, more schools can use in-depth data on instruction
to analyze the effects of teaching on student achievement measured on system-wide tests.

Improved Data Systems and Technology. Currently, student-level information
systems already in place in many states allow schools to cross-tabulate student
achievement scores by teachers’ level of certification, preparation, or experience.
Districts and states can also analyze student performance on tests according to the
course, types of curriculum materials, or texts used by teachers. And, recently, some
states have begun to include questions concerning students’ opportunity to learn specific
content or skills that are included on tests, such as experience with hands-on or
performance-based tasks in science.

Lessons from TIMSS. The recent international studies, such as TIMSS (conducted
in 1995) and TIMSS-R (conducted in 1999), provide illustrations of what can be done with
analyses of curriculum, including in-depth data on curriculum taught in classrooms,
instructional practices, and teacher preparation. The TIMSS results demonstrate the
power of data to identify the effect of specific differences in how mathematics and science
content is organized and taught in classes.

With TIMSS results, educators can: (a) analyze differences in student achievement of
students related to curriculum content taught, both between and within countries; (b)
identify instructional practices that lead to lower/higher depth of understanding of central
concepts; and (c) recognize the problem of repetition of curriculum topics across the
grades in U.S. schools, which lowers the achievement of students at intended grade
levels.

(To access further information, studies, and reports about TIMSS and TIMSS-R, click on
http://www.nces.ed.gov/timss).

What's Covered in the Surveys

The Surveys of Enacted Curriculum are made up of two main sections titled
Classroom Practices and Instructional Content. The first section, Classroom Practices,
includes items on instructional practices and teacher preparation. Topics such as Teacher
Characteristics, Homework, and Assessments are covered in this section. The
Instructional Content section covers teacher expectations for students and the amount of
time spent on the curriculum topics taught during the school year. A list of the topics
covered in the Surveys can be found below. The Surveys were created for elementary,
middle and high school teachers, in both math and science.

o Classroom Practices
School Characteristics
Class Characteristics
Most Recent Unit
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Homework

Instructional Activities

Use of Calculators, Computers, and Other Equipment
Assessments

Instructional Influences

Classroom Instructional Preparation

Teacher Opinions

Professional Development

Formal Course Preparation

Teacher Characteristics

© Instructional Content
Curriculum topics taught during school year
Time on Topic
Teacher expectations for student learning by topic

Typical Applications of SEC Data

The initial uses and reports from the Surveys of Enacted Curriculum show the data
have a number of practical and important uses for educators and leaders at all levels of
our systems:

T Comparing Instruction in One Classroom or School to Another--Teachers report on their
instructional practices and the content of instruction over the course of a school year. With common,
structured questions and standard methods of summarizing data, teachers can gain a picture of their
instruction in relation to others in their school or teaching in other schools in their district or state.

T Interpreting Student Assessment Results--The subject content data reported by teachers can
be analyzed with the student assessment results to determine strengths and weaknesses in curriculum and
teaching strategies. The assessment items or whole tests can also be compared to teacher reports of
instruction.

T Evaluation of Professional Development--The Surveys include questions on the amount, types,
and quality of professional development received by teachers (based on research). Professional
Development needs, and the effects of Professional Development can be evaluated using the data on
instructional practices.

T Aligning Curriculum with Standards--Survey data are reported by broad topic categories
matched to the standards and by specific item profiles and teacher expectations that match to the
benchmarks.

T Needs Assessment and Planning--The Enacted Curriculum Surveys can provide a tool for
identifying needs of teachers and schools, determining effects of change in curriculum or policies, or
providing instructional data for planning programs.

T School Curriculum Improvement--Teachers, schools and districts often seek ways to improve
dialogue among teachers regarding their own practice and curriculum content. Data on Enacted Curriculum
provide comparable measures for moving toward more in-depth discussions with teachers about content,
strategies, and articulation among grades and courses.
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Guide for Use of SEC Data

A key step for school systems or states with the kind of rich, in-depth database
offered by a study such as TIMSS is determining how best to provide the data and data
interpretations with teachers. Questions are raised about how to structure a professional
development offering, how to present data that are accessible and useful to teachers, and
how to work with data to apply the findings to their practice and classrooms.

The practical steps and strategies for organizing professional development that
focuses on data described by Love in Using Data, Getting Results (2000) need to be
applied more broadly. The present Guide builds on the strategies, practical experiences
and case examples described by Love. It offers a way to structure data-based sessions on
instructional improvement with the data sources being participants’ own classrooms and
schools. The SEC Guide was established by educational leaders from several states that
worked together with CCSSO staff and others to analyze data from the Survey of Enacted
Curriculum. Then the state leaders worked on thoughtful approaches to planning
professional development activities with teachers.

The models for the PD activities in the Guide are all based on some assumptions
about participating educators. First, we assume that participants will be motivated to see
how the intensive series of questions about content, practice, and teachers’ background
can be used to improve instruction. The designers of the Guide also assume that leaders
and teachers are taking a positive approach to these sets of data as a tool for asking
guestions and sharing information among educators, and not with the view that data are
primarily a method of evaluating, rewarding or punishing teachers. The goal is to assist
planners of professional development to determine how the Surveys of Enacted
Curriculum can be incorporated into a series of activities that move teachers toward
improvement, based on good information, and assessment of weaknesses and strengths in
current practices.

How Data are Reported

A printed report is available from CCSSO (Using Data on Enacted Curriculum in
Mathematics and Science, 2000). The report provides examples of how data are reported
from the surveys. It also provides instructions for interpreting and using statistical charts,
graphs, and comparisons across schools and teachers.

Sample Charts and Graphs

Active Learning in Science

Reasoning and Problem Solving

Mathematics and Science Content in Classrooms
Assessment Strategies in Math and Science

Use of Education Technology and Equipment
Influences on Curriculum and Practices
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Sample Charts and Graphs (continued)
Alignment of Content with State Assessments
Teacher Preparation

Interpreting Content Maps

Use of Class Time -- Mathematics

Use of Class Time -- Science

To view sample charts showing how Enacted Curriculum Data are reported for use
by educators click on the website link or go to the website listed below.

http:// www.ccsso.org/ projects/ SEC.html [report title: download pdf file]
Also available from CCSSO-- A SEC-CD on the Surveys of Enacted Curriculum,

containing surveys, reports, background papers, and data analysis procedures, plus this
PD Guide. The CD was developed with support of the SCASS-SEC collaborative project.
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